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VIII. SUM&RY OF FIGHTING EFFECTIVENESS 

jff. The Soviet Army is the most powerful and effective ground 
combat force in being in the world today, and the European satellite 
forces patterned on the Soviets are being built up rapidly and will be 
fully combat ready by the end of 1953* The Soviet Air Forces in being 
are the world 1 s largest and are making rapid progress in re-equipment 
with modern aircraft ' and the building of a strategic air arm. Their 
training is far advanced and their tactical and fighter defense units 
are currently disposed for the effective carrying out of their assigned 
missions. The capabilities of the Satellite Air Forces have been in- 
creased through Soviet-sponsored re-equipment and training programs, 
apparently with the ultimate goal of becoming effective as independent 
combat forces. The principal strength of the Soviet Navy lies in a 
large and powerful submarine force coupled with a considerable number 
of ships of all types up to and including cruisers. The present Naval 
construction program will insure a progressive increase in the strength 
and capabilities of the Soviet Navy, 
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